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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


The Cleveland Conference and Basic Issues 


The Cleveland Conference on the Church and 
a Just and Durable Peace has been widely ac- 
claimed as a significant achievement. One rea- 
son for its success is that it analyzed basic dif- 
ferences in approach to the problems as well as 
the problems themselves. Thereby, groups with- 
in the churches customarily devoted to different 
—sometimes conflicting—emphases came to un- 
derstand each other better and thus to find a 
basis of cooperation. 

Before taking up the specific problems of 
world order, the Conference gave careful atten- 
tion to the relation between Christian purposes 
and practical politics, between the ends we seek 
as Christians and the immediate choices we 
make as Christian citizens. How are we to 
maintain the proper tension between what our 
Christian principles require and what is pos- 
sible in the realm of national policy without 
seeming to make the former irrelevant to the 
latter? If we give the sanction of Christian con- 
science too readily to the practical short steps 
we appear to deny the validity of Christian prin- 
ciples; if we refuse to endorse the short steps 
we appear to make Christian principles irrele- 
vant to practical affairs. 

Christian principles are sometimes set forth 
in terms of such remote ends that those who 
are obliged to make immediate decisions on next 
steps hardly see the bearing of the long range 
upon the short range. On the other hand, atten- 
tion is sometimes so closely fixed on the next 


step that the perspective of history is lost and 
with it the incentive to press on to further steps. 

The churches must constantly seek to main- 
tain a careful balance between prophecy on the 
one hand and the support of practical achievable 
measures on the other. It is their function to 
maintain a tension with the standards and ac- 
tions of the community without placing them- 
selves outside the every-day life of the commu- 
nity. They define their objective in terms of the 
Kingdom of God; but that is so remote from the 
corporate behavior of any nation today that the 
application of its standards to national policy 
requires much difficult interpretation. 

The Dumbarton Oaks Proposals raise such 
questions for the church. They fall far short of 
fulfilling the hopes of many people for world 
organization. They most certainly do not rep- 
resent a close approximation to the Christian 
conception of world order. They represent 2 
compromise among representatives of several 
great powers which have different national in- 
terests and policies, a compromise reached in 
the midst of war. They appear to be a step in 
the right direction. Therefore most of the peo- 
ple in the churches do not want to repudiate 
them. However, many want to point out the 
serious inadequacy of the present Proposals and 
to press for their improvement. 

This dilemma is frequently met by the con- 
scientious person who wants to apply his Chris- 
tian convictions in political action. Seldom is 
there a bill in Congress which fully meets the 
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requirements of his principles. Frequently he 
feels that it constitutes a denial of his position 
even though it seems to be a step in the right 
direction. How can he support it and at the 
same time be far out beyond it? To the casual 
observer who has no personal acquaintance with 
the individuals, there may be little to choose be- 
tween the rival candidates for public office in 
an election. 

Such relativities seem to be so unsatisfactory 
that earnest Christians often become indifferent 
and consequently give little attention to political 
action. The practical choices all fall so far short 
of what the individual wants that he fails to 
exert his influence on behalf of the little that 
might be achieved by his support. And the little 
may be immensely important. 

The Cleveland Conference dealt with such 
problems as these. Consequently, those who 
were concerned to emphasize the errors or in- 
adequacies of measures such as the Dumbarton 
Oaks Proposals and those who were concerned 
to emphasize the value of even such measures 
came to a better mutual understanding. The 
Message of the Conference represents a balance 
between these two emphases. The Message 
says in effect, The Dumbarton Oaks Proposals 
are not good enough to satisfy us, but they are 
good enough to support as a first step. If they 
can be improved along lines we suggest, we can 
support them with more enthusiasm. 

We believe that the contribution which the 
Cleveland Conference has made to the clarifica- 
tion of this basic problem of policy for the 
churches and for Christian citizens will be 
helpful all along the line when we consider the 
relation between Christian faith and public 
action. 


The Laymen at Cleveland 


Where are the laymen? This is a question that 
is asked appropriately at many meetings where 
church policies and programs are determined. 
The clergy express their concern and then re- 
solve to obtain more adequate representation of 
the lay point of view. The results are generally 


unsatisfactory. 
The Cleveland Conference on the Church and 
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a Just and Durable Peace was in this respect, as 
in many others, a notable achievement. Laymen 
were present in large numbers and participated 
extensively. Among them were many with spe- 
cial competence in the field of international re- 
lations. The fields of public service represented 
included Congress, the State Department, fed- 
eral and state courts, state legislatures, colleges 
(presidents and professors), journalism, busi- 
ness, labor, law, and social welfare. The chair- 
man was a distinguished layman—John Foster 
Dulles. 

In one of the group discussions seven of the 
first twelve comments were by laymen; and the 
topic under consideration was not a specialized 
one in which laymen would have special interest 
but was a question of church policy. 

There was no evidence of segregation either 
in association or interest between clergymen and 
laymen. Surely there were no blocs. We were 
not aware of any differences in voting. 

The whole procedure of the conference was a 
demonstration of full collaboration of the clergy 
and laity in the work of the churches. There 
was no indication of self-consciousness or group- 
consciousness on the part of bishops or ministers, 
clergymen or laymen, men or women, Negro or 
White. And that is an achievement for which 
to thank God. 

Credit belongs first to the denominational 
headquarters officers. They appointed most of 
the delegates and persuaded them to attend. 
Sometimes there is a reluctance on the part of 
church leaders to urge laymen to participate in 
interdenominational affairs for fear that they 
will devote less time to the work of their own 
church. Consequently, to appoint them to an 
interdenominational conference indicates a judg- 
ment that the work is important and that the 
men involved will be more helpful to the de- 
nomination as well as to the total work of the 
Christian Church. 

Sharing in the work of the conference and be- 
ing caught up in its spirit was a good experience 
for everyone. It was ecumenical in motive, at- 
titude and achievement. It was therefore an im- 
portant contribution to the development of good 
churchmanship. 
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Ecumenical Visitation Increases 


The importance of continuing contacts among 
the churches across national boundaries can 
hardly be exaggerated. A report of the visit of 
Dr. A. L. Warnshuis to London, Paris and 
Geneva, printed in this issue of the BULLETIN, 
states that he was the first American civilian to 
visit Geneva since Dr. Cavert was there in late 
1942. 


On his journey Dr. Warnshuis held extended 
conferences with leaders familiar with the life 
of the churches in practically every country of 
Europe. Thus we have achieved a clearance of 
understandings with regard to what has been on 
our minds and hearts and also of our plans for 
the future. Switzerland has much contact with 
Germany and central Europe. Dr. Visser 
’t Hooft had just visited Belgium and the 
liberated portion of Holland before attending the 
meeting in London. Dr. Ehrenstrom had come 
recently from an extended visit to Sweden and 
Finland. 

There have been short periods during which 
direct communication with the World Council 
staff in Geneva has been shut off. But on the 
whole we have kept in close touch with one an- 
other through these years of war. 


Nothing comparable happened in World War 
I. At that time there was no such ecumenical 
office as we have had during this war in the Pro- 
visional Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. There was not the same determina- 
tion to maintain the fellowship across national 
frontiers. 


In the summer of 1939, on the eve of war in 
Europe, the international conference held in 
Geneva under the auspices of the World Council 
urged: 


“That brotherly relations between the churches be 
maintained. The pressure of censorship, of official 
propaganda, and of the whole system of psychological 
mobilization will be so great that it will be exceedingly 
difficult for the churches to keep in touch with each 
other across the frontiers. We cannot now propose 
definite plans, but techniques can be developed through 
church leaders in neutral countries for the maintenance 
of some contacts between churches in warring lands.” 


The extent to which this exhortation has been 
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heeded is quite remarkable. Providential care 
has been evident at many points. | 

Our fellowship has been of three kinds: First 
and basic has been the fellowship of prayer, 
transcending all frontiers. Second has been that 
of correspondence, direct and indirect, and that 
of conference. Third has been the fellowship 
of service, notably to prisoners of war and 
refugees. 

Unfortunately, the Christian leaders of one 
region—Japan and its occupied territories—are 
almost entirely shut off from us. It is really only 
through prayer that we have any fellowship 
with them. 

But on the whole we have much for which to 
be grateful, especially when we think of the 
value of our continued contacts as we look for- 
ward to the tasks of reconciliation and recon- 
struction when hostilities end. 


The Good Work of the 
War Relocation Authority 

_Soon after Pearl Harbor the War Relocation 
Authority was set up in the federal government 
to represent its responsibilities for the Japanese- 
Americans who were evacuated from the West 
Coast. The Authority was confronted with a 
confused situation involving considerations of 
alleged military necessity, rights of citizens, 
justice, prejudice, fear, goodwill and conflicting 
demands under the banner of patriotism. No 
easy solution of the problems was possible. 

But, even before the Authority was set up, 
the churches had generally taken a stand for 
fair dealing and helpfulness and had become 
active in the matter. It was not long until the 
government agency and the churches established 
a cordial relationship in their common concern 
for the small minority group caught in distress- 
ing circumstances. In that relationship mutual 
confidence and respect have developed. 

The task is by no means finished. It will be 
years before the tensions will be resolved. But 
the permission recently granted by the War De- 
partment to the loyal Japanese-Americans to re- 
turn to their homes marks the end of one chap- 
ter in the story. And it affords an appropriate 
occasion to express our appreciation to the War 
Relocation Authority. 
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Cleveland Conference on a Just and 
Durable Peace 


and a Just and Durable Peace, held in Cleveland, 

Ohio, January 16-19, and attended by 481 dele- 
gates from 34 communions, 18 allied religious bodies and 
70 city and state councils of churches, formulated for 
the consideration of the Protestant forces of the country 
a declaration of principles and a program of action de- 
signed to insure the winning of the peace. 


T National Study Conference on the Churches 


Dumbarton Oaks Proposals 


The Conference recommended that “the churches sup- 
port the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals as an important 
step in the direction of world codperation.” It was urged 
that since these Proposals could not be approved in their 
entirety as they now stand, certain measures for their 
improvement be considered both by the government and 
the churches. The following specific recommendations for 
the improvement of the Proposals were agreed to by the 
Conference and these will be transmitted to the President 
and the officers of the State Department: 

1. The Preamble 

The preamble should reaffirm those present and long- 
range purposes of justice and human welfare which 
are set forth in the Atlantic Charter and which re- 
flect the aspirations of peoples everywhere. 

2. Development of International Law 

The Charter should clearly anticipate the operation 
of the Organization under International Law and 
should provide for the development and codification 
of international law. A consequence would be the 
progressive subordination of force to law. 

3. Voting Power 

A nation, while having the right to discuss its own 
case, should not be permitted to vote when its case 
is being judged in accordance with predetermined 
international law. 

4. Amendment 
In order to permit such changes in the Charter of 
the Organization as may from time to time become 
necessary, the provision for Amendments should be 
liberalized so as not to require concurrence by all 
the permanent members of the Security Council. 
Colonial and Dependent Areas 
A special agency or commission should be estab- 
lished wherein the progress of colonial and depend- 
ent areas to autonomy, and in the interim problems 
related thereto, may become an international re- 
sponsibility. 

6. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 


on 


A special commission on Human Rights and Funda- 
mental Freedoms should be established in addition 
to the economic and social agencies proposed under 
the Economic and Social Council. 
. Eventual Universal Membership 

The Charter should clearly specify that all nations 
willing to accept the obligations of membership 
shall thereupon be made members of the Organiza- 
tion. 

8. Limitation of Armaments 

More specific provision should be made for prompt- 
ly initiating the limitation and reduction of national 
armaments. 

9. Smaller Nations 

There should be provision designed more clearly to 
protect and defend the smaller nations from possible 
subjection to the arbitrary power of the great. 

In calling upon the churches to support the Dumbar- 
ton Oaks Proposals, the Conference agreed that ‘“‘Chris- 
tians must act in situations as they exist and must decide 
what God’s will demands of them there.” ‘‘At all times,” 
it was said, “Christians must keep the ultimate goals 
clearly in view but they have equal responsibility to 
mark out attainable steps toward these goals and sup- 
port them. An idealism which will not accept the dis- 
cipline of the achievable may lose its power for good and 
ultimately lend aid to forces with whose purpose it can- 
not agree. 

“Tf we accept, provisionally, situations which fall short 
of our ultimate objective, we cannot be morally bound 
to sustain and perpetuate them. That would be stulti- 
fying. It is the possibility of change which is the bridge 
from the immediate situation to the Christian ideal. That 
possibility is an imperative for Christians, who must con- 
stantly maintain tension with any secular order.” 


“NI 


Principles of Conduct 


The Conference approved four principles of conduct 
which it believed to be necessary in order to bring inter- 
national collaboration by the United States out of the 
realm of theory into that of reality. The following is the 
text of this part of the Cleveland Message: 

1. We believe our government should adopt and pub- 
licly proclaim its long-range goals. These should stem 
from our Christian tradition and be such as to inspire and 
unify us. Without such defined goals we will lack en- 
thusiasm and sense of direction. We will not be able to 
measure our progress. 

2. We believe our government should not merely talk 
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about its ideals. It must get down into the arena and 
fearlessly and skillfully battle for them. It must do so, 
not merely sporadically, but steadily. It must do so 
even under conditions such that partial and temporary 
defeat is inevitable. 

3. We believe our government must, however, battle 
for its ideals under conditions such that no particular 
set-back need be accepted as definitive. It must be made 
clear that collaboration implies not merely a spirit of 
compromise but equally a right, on the part of every 
nation, to persist in efforts to realize its ideals. 

4. We believe our electorate, demanding the forego- 
ing of its government, must judge its government ac- 
cordingly. It should not judge it merely by the imme- 
diate results attained. It must rather judge it by its 
announced long-term objectives, by whether it works 
competently to achieve them and by whether it brings 
into actual functioning procedures of peaceful change so 
that the world may evolve away from present harsh 
necessities. If our government will meet those tests, the 
electorate should applaud such conduct irrespective of 
dissatisfaction with immediate results. 


Treatment of Conquered Nations 


It was the unanimous judgment of the Conference that 
the peace settlement should be of a kind to insure the 
reconciliation of victors and vanquished. It was recog- 
nized that the power and the will of aggressive elements 
within Germany and Japan should be removed, but that 
the discipline of these nations because of the crimes com- 
mitted in their name, should not be vindictive. The par- 
tition of Germany into separate states, imposed from 
without, was condemned. On the contrary, it was recom- 
mended that “the treatment of Germany should be cal- 
culated to strengthen the liberal forces within that coun- 
try committed to international codperation.” The belief 
was expressed that “Among the constructive forces upon 
which a new Germany and a new European concord can 
be based, the churches are of primary importance.” With 
respect to Japan it was held that the basic economic needs 
of that country, “aggravated by the war and by the ex- 
pected loss of her colonial possessions, must be met by 
fair opportunities in productive industry and trade as 
pledged by the Atlantic Charter.” The Conference fur- 
ther declared that “We can enter into right relations 
with the vast and significant populations of China, Japan 
and Southeast Asia, none of them white, only upon the 
basis of the equality of races in justice and law. Indeed, 
a Christian outlook upon the Far East discerns that a 
world order is impossible if color discrimination is main- 
tained.” 7 

With respect to both Germany and Japan, the Confer- 
ence suggested that ‘“‘the time is at hand when the govern- 
ments of the Allied nations should make a more explicit 
statement as to the status of their peoples following the 
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war. We believe such a statement is needed in order to 
satisfy Christian concern and to prevent needless sacrifice 
of life upon the battlefield.” 


Dependent Peoples 


The status of dependent peoples within the framework 
of a world organization was another of the many issues 
upon which the Conference expressed its judgment. The 
United States and other nations were called upon to pro- 
claim self-government as the goal for all dependent peo- 
ples; to initiate progressive steps suitable for each area 
for achieving that goal; and, in the interim, to provide 
that all such areas shall be administered under the super- 
vision of world organization. It was held that where de- 
pendent people are ready for self-government they 
should be given their freedom now. ‘We cannot in good 
conscience,” it was said, “be a party to the dismantling 
of the Japanese colonial empire—the creation of a non- 
white race—without insisting that the imperialism of the 
white man be brought to the speediest possible end.” 


Domestic Order 


The relation of domestic order and world order was 
frankly recognized by the Conference. The Message de- 
clared that “A new challenge is offered the people of 
America to establish along with political democracy an 
opportunity to earn an income sufficient for the basic 
needs of food, clothing, shelter, health, recreation and 
cultural pursuits, and will assure to every individual of 
whatever race an equal and unsegregated opportunity for 
worship, productive employment, protection in time of 
unemployment, illness or need, a decent home, and full 
political and civil rights.” 


Program for Churches 

In outlining its program of action by the churches, 
the Conference declared that “The present structure of 
denominational Protestantism is not adequate to deal 
with the issues of our time. The problems of war, of 
labor, of the chaplaincy, of the returning veteran, of the 
world-wide mission of the Church, of our relations with 
the Christian churches of Europe and Asia and with other 
faiths, are all too vast and difficult for solution by our 
separate denominational units.” It was affirmed that 
“While we are asking for codperation and unity in the 
political and economic fields, Protestants themselves must 
take seriously to heart the duty of achieving a far higher 
degree of unity. We must achieve a more vital and visible 
federal unity than we now have—a unity that will pre- 
serve the freedom of various denominational groups, and 
at the same time release the undeveloped and unco- 
ordinated resources of Protestantism and apply them to 
the solution of these pressing problems.” The Protestant 
churches were called upon to use all their facilities, de- 
nominational and interdenominational, to secure Ameri- 
can participation in international codperation. Stress was 
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placed upon the task of the churches in the areas of relief 
and reconstruction. Christians were urged to wage a 
continuous campaign against race prejudice in all its 
forms. Two recommendations with regard to specific 
immediate action were approved: the first dealing with 
the necessity of convening a meeting of the United Na- 
tions, at the earliest possible moment, to consider the 
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals; and the second endorsing 
the resolutions of the Federal Council of Churches ask- 
ing that Congressional action on postwar military con- 
scription be delayed until after the war. 

The actions of the Conference in the area of political 
conduct were predicated upon the knowledge that “It 
is the Christian faith that God’s righteous rule is over all 
men and nations; that in Christ He confronts us all alike 
in judgment and mercy; that men, though sinful, are 
made in His image and are not only the concern of His 
saving work but His agents as well, each of value in His 
sight without distinction of class, race or conditions; that 
the Church, the body of Christ and the fellowship of 
Christ’s followers, is the creation of His spirit, and the 
steward of His purpose; that His Kingdom on earth is 
an unconquerable Kingdom of justice and mercy and 
truth in which it is our responsibility to bring human 
laws and human institutions into increasing accord with 
His holy will.” 

In defining the relation between Christian faith and 
world order the Conference said: “God’s way is the way 
of justice, love and mercy; justice, love and mercy must 
rule our life with our fellows. While compulsion and 
control are needed for the restraint of evil in a world 
of imperfection, the ultimate victory over evil must be 
by way of redemptive good will, by which alone, good 
can be created. God’s way with men is the way of free- 
dom and responsibility; man’s true life as a man is 
achieved only when that way is freely chosen and freely 
wrought out. As we need humility and penitence in 
standing before God, so do we need humility and peni- 
tence in owr dealings with men. Whenever human prac- 
tice goes counter to these principles which root in our 
faith, the Christian must raise his voice in protest. 

“It is in this Christian faith that our confidence is 
grounded. For our confidence is in God, the establisher 
of the order within which men and nations work, and in 
the forces of the spirit which God employs. We believe 
in the might of truth as against falsehood and deceit and 
in the power of right to command the conscience and to 
overcome oppression and wrong. We believe in the 
power of good will as greater than selfishness and force; 
in the value of mutual trust as against distrust and sus- 
picion; and in the might of faith as greater than cynicism, 
doubt and despair. God’s grace, made manifest in 
Christ, rescues men from despair, has power to remake 
them when they turn to Him for healing and forgiveness, 
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and redeems all their life. We see this power even now 
at work in the world in lives made new, in sins forgiven 
and conquered, in hopes rekindled. 

“We rejoice in the Church of Christ as a world fel- 
lowship which today unites men in faith and love trans- 
cending nation, race and class. We rejoice that a grow- 
ing number of men of good will outside the Church in 
recognition of the moral law seek with us the creation of 
one world of justice and security for all men. Let the 
Church purge itself of inner division, unite with all who 
work for these high ends, and so live out its principles of 
justice and love in the face of all dictates of selfishness 
and counsels of expediency as to create new faith, new 
conscience and new hope.” 

The Conference was convened by the Federal Council’s 
Commission on a Just and Durable Peace and was pre- 
sided over by the Commission’s Chairman, Mr. John 
Foster Dulles. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, President of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
was the Chairman of the Committee on Message. In 
adopting its Message, the Conference spoke only for itself 
and assumes full responsibility for the publication of its 
findings. 

Copies of the Message may be secured by writing to 
Walter W. Van Kirk, Federal Council of Churches, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New York. The price for 
a single copy is ten cents, including postage. Informa- 
tion regarding rates on quantity orders may be had upon 
request. —W.W.V.K. 


Historical Review of Church and War 

The report of the Commission on the Relation of the 
Church to the War in the Light of the Christian Faith, 
which was presented by Professor Robert L. Calhoun as 
Chairman, to the Federal Council’s Biennial Meeting has 
been receiving a wide reading. It was published in full 
in the magazine Social Action, organ of the Congrega- 
tional Council for Social Action, in December. Important 
sections of it were reprinted in the Christian Century and 
also in some of the denominational publications. The spe- 
cial edition published by the Federal Council at twenty- 
five cents per copy has been nearly exhausted by the 
many demands for it. 

A supplementary document produced by Professor 


‘ Roland H. Bainton, Professor of Ecclesiastical History 


in the Yale Divinity School, has just appeared as the 
January issue of the magazine Social Action (25 cents a 
copy). This is a thoroughgoing historical study of the 
attitudes of the Christian Church toward war, beginning 
with the earliest days of the Church and continuing down 
to the present time. This study, while not a publication 
of the Commission itself, was made at the request of the 
Commission for the purpose of setting contemporary prob- 
lems in the light of history. 
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Dr. Warnshuis Reports on European 
Church Conditions 


Church Committee on Overseas Relief and Re- 

construction, the American Committee for the 
World Council, the World Council Service Commission, 
and the Federal Council, Dr. A. L. Warnshuis recently 
visited London, Paris and Geneva. He consulted many 
church leaders and attended two important meetings, 
that of the accessible members of the Provisional Com- 
mittee of the World Council in London, and that of the 
Department of Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid at 
Geneva. When he got to the latter city, he discovered 
that not since the visit of Dr. Cavert in 1942 had any 
civilian American been in Switzerland. 

His findings and observations have been helpfully con- 
veyed to numerous audiences since his return and any 
adequate summary of them would require much more 
than a whole issue of the BULLETIN. We have, however, 
brought together certain quotations from his own words 
and certain summaries of his statements which we believe 
will help others to secure helpful new comprehension of 
the complex situation on the other side of the Atlantic— 
particularly in relationship to the concerns of the Chris- 
tian Church. 

“Don’t let anyone minimize the physical suffering of 
the people of Europe. 

“Life even in London is grim, and anyone visiting 
that city must have an increased respect for the people 
and what they endure. Food is monotonous; they are 
horribly tired of the same clothes they have worn for 
five years; thousands are without homes of their own. 
120,000 are sleeping in bunks, three deep, in the subway 
platform shelters. The Bible House still stands, almost 
miraculously, in a waste of desolation, but the Nazi 
bombs seem to have had almost a fiendish intelligence 
in locating churches and church buildings. Yet the Eng- 
lish churches are not only not asking help for themselves 
(aside from government indemnity in some cases) but 
are actually planning on sending four million dollars for 
the reconstruction of Christian institutions on the Conti- 
nent. 

“Much of France is, of course, still a military zone. 
Bridges are almost universally out, except as repaired ex- 
pressly for military use, and the consequent lack of rail- 
way or highway transportation makes for great hardship. 
People lack the most simple necessities. A bar of soap 
presented to a Protestant pastor in Paris brought tears of 
gratitude to his eyes. The family had been using sand 
instead of soap for weeks, saving the full soap ration for 
the baby. A Wac turned down an invitation to an en- 
tertainment which the service men had arranged for 
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Thanksgiving eve; Wednesday night from 8 to 11 was 
the time they had hot water in the hotel where she was 
quartered—what was a dance as compared to a warm 
bath? The army and navy are doing what they can under 
existing conditions. Church people in America can help 
by laying on the consciences of high governmental au- 
thorities the responsibility that is theirs to make it pos- 
sible for the army to have the food and clothing te dis- 
tribute to meet the humanitarian demands. 

“There are 100,000 refugees in Switzerland now. When 
the fighting was going on in Alsace, 2,000 came across 
the frontier in one day. There is word that 35,000 are 
on the march from Hungary, and Switzerland may soon 
be confronted with hoards of refugees from north Italy 
and southern Germany. How long will it be possible 
for her to maintain her policy of asylum for all? Scarcely 
a home in Switzerland has less than at least one refugee. 
While Dr. Visser *t Hooft was in Holland and England, 
conferring with church officials, his family increased from 
four to eight—his wife took in four refugees! The Swiss 
National War Funds, whose director is Rudolpho Olgiati, 
a Swiss Quaker who recently visited in America, will ad- 
minister 100 million francs from the government, and 
will appeal to the people of Switzerland for 100 million 
more, plus a special fund of two million for special church 
aid. 

“The resistance movement is confronted in the occu- 
pied countries with the problem of having to justify con- 
flicts of loyalties. Many have been forced to lie, steal, 
falsify documents, even to shoot and stab—in a program 
of loyalty to a higher truth. They have been living in a 
world without order or justice and where a system utterly 
contrary to the gospel was imposed upon them by alien 
force. It has given them difficult spiritual and theological 
problems with which to wrestle. 

“The church people of Europe have a new concept of 
the place of the Church in their lives. They had their 
charities in the past but were for the most part some- 
what on the periphery—outside the stream of life. Now 
the churches have proved themselves the bulwark of the 
people and have become the spokesmen of their con- 
sciences. The churches might have been quiet and en- 
joyed comparative security, but they chose to speak out, 
first against the Jewish persecutions, then against the 
labor deportations, the Nazi educational regime, and 
finally, with increasing boldness attacked the whole na- 
tional socialist philosophy.” 

As an exhibit in contemporary church history, Dr. 
Warnshuis sent over by air-post a copy of Dr. Visser 
*t Hooft’s compilations of the documents in which are 
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recorded the measures taken by the Dutch churches 
against the oppressors and corrupters of Holland. The 
little volume entitled “The Dutch Church Struggle” may 
be had from the office of the World Council of Churches 
by sending 25c in stamps. 

Such a record as this helps to show that European 
Christians have become increasingly aware that “the 
Church is the real center of community, that Christ is 
the actual Lord of life, and that He is reigning now even 
in this tragic world which seems so completely under the 
power of evil. He is stronger than the Nazi overlords, 
and in His hands lies the ultimate power over human 
history.” 

“Plans for European reconstruction have to be made in 
Europe. No matter how much better we may consider 
the American way of life, it is part of that American way 
not to inflict its bemefits on those who by habit or choice 
prefer some other way. If we are going to help Europe 
when this war is over, we must help them rebuild Europe 
rather than create some sort of a replica of America. We 
are getting to know each other better and our cultures 
are becoming more and more similar. But that is because 
it has been allowed to come about by natural develop- 
ment. You can’t force culture on a country by arms nor 
by more subtle methods of offering them a foreign-made 
reconstruction program in time of need and crisis. Only 
resistance and resentment would result. 

“The American Protestant churches realize that al- 
though the churches of the whole world are ‘one in 
Christ,’ we of America have different history and tradi- 
tions from our European brothers. We have no desire 
to force our American religious culture on them, nor to 
put an American stamp on the help we send. We want to 
do everything in our power to help them rebuild their 
own church life and the social program of their churches. 
We want to help them obtain the Christian literature 
they feel they need, and the training which their church 
workers require. We want them to know that this help 
comes from the American churches because we are fellow- 
Christians, and that it is the way Christians are supposed 
to help one another in times of trouble. But we want 
to help in the way that will be most significant for them. 

“The remarkable codperation of military officials and 
European governments which made this trip possible is 
evidence of the importance they place upon the part the 
Church will play in the rebuilding of European life and 
institutions. They realize that probably no other in- 
stitutions will have a comparable power in revitalizing 
community life and bringing order out of the chaos that 
will exist when war ends. Military victory will not re- 
store order. The evidences multiply to show that the 
churches will be the chief remaining institutions in many 
areas. Observers of the recently liberated areas note the 
remarkable coherence and sense of purpose which char- 
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acterize the congregations and their parish organizations 
even where all kinds of physical damage has been done 
by war. The Church is acutely conscious of its respon- 
sibility in helping to restore order and stable commu- 
nity life. 

“From Scandinavia comes the significant news that the 
great Lutheran Churches of those areas have discovered 
new elements in the teaching of Luther which they had 
hitherto neglected. Without any diminution of their 
evangelical fervor or sense of spiritual values they have 
become intensely aware of the importance of the social 
gospel. This gives a new willingness to assume that re- 
sponsibility with confidence and a definite sense of direc- 
tion which is peculiarly helpful at a time when life has 
to be reconstructed almost from its foundations.” 


H. W. Odum Wins Race Relations Award 


Dr. Howard Washington Odum of the University of 
North Carolina has been granted the Edward L. Bernays 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Negro-White Re- 
lations. The award is made through the Department of 
Race Relations of the Federal Council. 

Five nationally known race relations experts were 
judges in selecting Dr. Odum: Dean William H. Hastie, 
Howard University School of Law, Washington, D.C.; 
Dr. Leslie Pinckney Hill, President, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Cheney, Penna.; Virginius Dabney, Editor, Rich- 
mond Times-Dispatch; Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher, 
author, Arlington, Vt., and Dr. Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
Professor Emeritus, Columbia University. 

Dr. Odum was chosen from among 55 candidates be- 
cause of his accomplishments in improving Negro-White 
relations in the South, and for outstanding public service 
as an author, professor in southern universities, and lead- 
er.in organized movements. 

His books and articles date back to 1909 and include 
not only research into the social and economic conditions 
surrounding Negroes in this country and their relations 
to whites, but also studies in Negro literary and musical 
fields. His latest book, “Race and Rumors of Race, a 
Challenge to American Crisis,” published in 1943, fosters 
better understanding of the causes of racial tensions 
within the United States. 

Dr. Odum was born in Bethlehem, Walton Co., 
Georgia, in 1884; is a graduate of Emory College, At- 
lanta, Ga., and received Ph.D. degrees from Clark in 
1906 and Columbia University in 1910, and LL.D de- 
grees from Emory and Harvard Universities. He has 
held professorships at Emory and the University of 
Georgia; and since 1920 has been Kenan Professor for 
Research in Social Science at the University of North 
Carolina. He has been chairman of the North Carolina 
Interracial Commission and also the Southern Interracial 
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Commission, and at present is President of the Southern 
Regional Council, a recent outgrowth of the Commis- 
sion. Known throughout the country for his many works 
in social research, Dr. Odum is a member of several 
literary and sociological societies. 

In commenting on their decision the judges said: “In 
awarding this signal honor to Howard Odum, the judges 
recognize in him highly distinguished service in that part 
of the nation where the problems of race and of a func- 


Various Statements 


Individual Income Tax Law 


The provision in our income tax laws for the deduc- 
tion of fifteen percent of income for gifts to Church and 
charity is a manifestation of the American tradition, 
dating back to colonial days, which assumes that citizens 
have two basic loyalties—to the Church, of which a 
majority of them are members, and to the political State. 
The evident purpose has been to free from levy by the 
State part of a citizen’s income so that it may be used by 
him in support of the Church and of voluntary institu- 
tions whose founding, development and support have 
been inspired by the Church, and whose functions are es- 
sential in democracy. It is further evidence of the rec- 
ognition in our political life of the principle of the sepa- 
ration of Church and State; a recognition by the State of 
certain rights, privileges and community responsibilities 
of the Church; and understanding and appreciation of 
services rendered by the Church, which have been and 
still are of immeasurable and indispensable benefit to 
the State in producing and developing citizenship of a 
type in which democracy can grow and flourish. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America is therefore greatly disturbed by the recent 
change in tax policy and procedure which permits a pre- 
sumptive average deduction regardless of whether con- 
tributions have actually been made or not. We believe 
that this provision tends to diminish the indivdual citi- 
zen’s sense of responsibility to support the churches 
and other voluntary agencies and thus threatens a basic 
American tradition. 

We urge Congress and the administrative officers of 
our government so to revise the present law and procedure 
that they will not discourage the individual from sup- 
porting the churches and other voluntary community 
agencies. 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE 
MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE 
A liberal arts coeducational college related to the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. Highest academic rating. 


Average annual enrolment pre-war decade 816 from 45 states. Charges 
approximately $183 each semester for tuition, fees, room, board; also 
self-help opportunities. Campus 320 acres. 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, D.D., LL.D., President. 
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tioning democracy are most complex, and where the social 
imagination, moral and intellectual integrity, the efficient 
and self-sacrificing effort which he has exhibited, consti- 
tute for our democratic hopes a sure foundation.” 

The announcement of the Award last August brought 
to the Department of Race Relations a quantity and 
variety of evidence concerning 55 candidates,—17 Negro 
and 38 White, 45 men and 10 women from 16 states and 
the District of Columbia. ~ 


of Biennial Meeting 


Venereal Disease Control and Promiscuity 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America registers its warm appreciation of the great 
service rendered our nation by the Army, the Navy, 
federal, state and local public health services, the Fed- 
eral Security Agency and the law enforcement agencies 
and officers of our country in the substantial progress 
which has been made toward the suppression of prosti- 
tution and the elimination of the brothel from many com- 
munities. 

Much progress has been made toward the control of 
venereal disease. However, following a steady decline 
in the incidence of such disease among the armed forces 
during the early years of the war, the trend has recently 
been reversed and the incidence has been increasing. This 
change is apparently due to an increase in promiscuity. 

It is obvious that the scourge of venereal disease must 
be attacked on four fronts—the health, the welfare, the 
legal and the moral fronts. We believe that govern- 
mental and other public agencies have a responsibility to 
present the facts of the situation, including quarterly 
statistical data on the incidence of venereal diseases for 
states and cities, to the public and to undertake a general 
educational campaign. Various professional groups and 
institutions with special competence and responsibility 
in their respective fields should carry the attack upon 
the first three fronts and the churches should support 
them. 

This, however, as the Archbishop of Canterbury has 
said, is “not a medical problem with a moral aspect but 
a moral problem with a medical aspect” and unless there 
is much more effective work on the moral front, the other 
efforts will fail. We therefore urge the churches to un- 


dertake an aggressive campaign to restore a general rec- 
ognition of the fundamental moral standards of Christian 


HIGGINS BOOK EXCHANGE 


Send us three books, either Sermons, Essays, Children Stories, 
etc., with one dollar and receive three similar books. We carry 
the latest and the old standbys. Send good books and you will 
receive good books. Mail by book rate, four cents for the first 
pound and three cents thereafter. We cannot return your books 
but will refund money if not satisfied. 


Higgins Book Exchange, Blandford, Mass. 
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Messages of strength and 
hope for today’s struggle 
and tomorrow's victory 


ERE IS guidance and comfort for these days of tor- 
ment; a source of inner peace in a world torn by 
war. 

A magnificent volume of almost 400 pages, containing 52 
universally inspiring sermons—36 Protestant, 11 Catholic*, 
and 5 Jewish—chosen by an interdenominational Selection 
Committee, from among 6,000 submitted from the United 
States, and some from foreign countries. 

These words of the great religious leaders of our time, 
originally addressed to congregations of many differing 
creeds, are words of faith, of brotherhood, and of courage 
for all creeds and for all mankind. 

RELIGION IN LIFE: “A highly selective, yet thoroughly representa- 

tive collection of today’s preaching.” © 

THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN: “Should enjoy a very wide popu- 

larity among the clergy and thinking laity.” 

HOWARD MUMFORD JONES: “An exciting and revealing cross 

section of the wartime pulpit.” 

* EACH CATHOLIC SERMON BEARS THE OFFICIAL ROMAN CATHOLIC IMPRIMATUR. 
At all bookstores, $3.00 
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AMONG THE DISTINGUISHED 
PROTESTANT CLERGYMEN 
REPRESENTED 
Rey. Francis J. McConnell, D.D. 
Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, D.D. 
Rey. Ferdinand Q. Blanchard, D.D. 
Rey. Albert W. Palmer, D.D. 
Rey. J. V. Moldenhawer, D.D. 
Rey. L. Wendell Fifield, D.D. 
Rev. Lynn Harold Hough, D.D. 
Rey. Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. 

Rey. John Murray 


SELECTION COMMITTEE 


PROTESTANT Rev. Gerald G. Walsh, 
Dr. Paul Scherer S.J. 
Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo JEWISH 
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman Dr. David deSola Pool 
Dr. Jesse M. Bader (Orthodox) 


CATHOLIC 


Very Rev. Ignatius Smith, 
O.P. 


Rey. John J. Cronin, S.S. 


Dr. Israel Goldstein 
(Conservative) : 


Dr. Israel Bettan. 4 
(Reform) j { 


ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


CHICAGO » NEW YORK 


= 
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family life. Nothing less will afford a sound foundation for Whereas a special committee on The Recruiting of the 
strong national life. Ministers should present faithfully Ministry of the American Association of Theological 
to their people the New Testament teaching about Schools has petitioned the Federal Council to make a 
fornication. It is the home and the welfare of our nation study of the problem and, if possible, devise plans for 
that are at stake. its solution; therefore be it 

Resolved That the Executive Committee of the Fed- 
eral Council be hereby requested to consider the advisa- 

Whereas practically all of the constituent denomina- bility of the erection of a Commission on the Recruiting 
tions report a serious and increasing deficiency in the of the Ministry. 
number of available ministers; and 

Whereas it would seem that an effective attack upon 


The Recruiting of the Ministry 


Religious Liberty 


the problem demands a united interdenominational ap- It is recommended 
proach to supplement the efforts of the separate de- (1) That the widest possible distribution be sought for 
nominations; and Religious Liberty by M. Searle Bates, the book 


which reports the findings from the investigations 
of the Joint Committee. 

(2) That the widest possible distribution be sought for 
the Joint Committee’s first general education 
pamphlet, Religious Liberty: Meaning and Sig- 


From Coal Pit to Professor’s Chair 


DANIEL 


DANIEL 


EVANS ‘| nificance for Our Day. 
Teacher, Preacher, i ; EVANS : (3) That our government be urged to apply the prin- 
Theologian er secs ciple of non-discrimination on grounds of religion 
‘ 3 BMEOLOGLAN in overseas relief for which it has a separate re- 
A Biography ; sponsibility or a joint responsibility in cellabora- 
Edited by : tion with other nations. This relates both to the 
Raymond Calkins 


recipients of aid and to the agencies empowered 


This thrilling and inspiring biography graphically por- 
trays the power and romance of Daniel Evans’ experiences 
in the coal mines of Pennsylvania, his struggle for learning, 
and his long-enjoyed leadership in his chosen field of 
preaching and teaching. $2.00 


THE ROMANCE 


OF THE MINISTRY 
Raymond Calkins 


New printing now ready. “This book concerns the minis- 
ter in his closet at prayer, in his study at sermon making, 
in church as a leader of public worship and a preacher, in 
the parish as the friend of man. . . . The content of the 
book, chapter by chapter, is wise and always pertinent, 
but it is its spirit which reassures us mightily in times 
like these.”"—Harvard Divinity School Bulletin. $2.00 


REVIVALS IN THE MIDST OF 
THE YEARS 


By BENJAMIN R. Lacy, JR. Cloth, $1.50 


Beginning with revivals during Bible days, this 
book traces in brief yet vivid and comprehensive 
manner the story of revivals throughout the history 
of the church. A panorama of the passing years 
that will thrill every Christian and challenge each 
to a renewed Christian faith and practice. The 
book gets its title from Habakkuk 3:2. Dr. Lacy 
is President of Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Virginia. 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 


Box 1176 Richmond 9, Virginia 


A reverent, scholarly translation 


S 


Dr. Halford E. Luccock of Yale Divinity School Says of 


WEYMOUTINS BXponvag 
VEW | 
ai | eSTAMENT 


IN MOUEAN SPECON 


THE PROTESTANT FAITH 


It is a wonderful booklet. It is intensely readable 
and one whose value is hard. to over-estimate. It is 
small in compass, but large in the light that it 
throws on the history and essential principles of 
Protestantism. It bears the marks of careful study 
and shows a fine gift of putting a great truth into 
brief form and in a readable style. It deserves a 
very wide reading. 


In Modern Speech 


Throws new light and mean- 
ing on many passages in the 
older versions. Available in three 
styles: No. 1, Regular Size Edition in Cloth, $3.00; No. 1P, 
Pocket Edition in Cloth, $2.00; No. 1L, Regular Size Edi- 
tion in Leather, $5.50. 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


14 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 19 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 


Order your copies at 25 cents each from the author and publisher. 


REV. GEORGE A. CRAPULLO 
73-60 194 Street Flushing, N. Y. 
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to distribute relief. 


(4) That our Department of State be urged to seek 
the establishment of an agency on “Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms” along with the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council set forth in the Dum- 


barton Oaks Proposals. 


(5) That effort be made to secure adoption by all 
religious bodies of a voluntary code to guide such 
behavior and action as have a bearing upon the 
relationships among religious groups in the com- 
munity, either at home or abroad. 
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The Fellowship of Prayer 


ten season. 


with order. 


The 1945 Fellowship of Prayer booklet is off the press. 
It has been written by Gaius Glenn Atkins of North 
Marshfield, Mass. This is the twenty-seventh year for 
this series of daily meditations for use during the Len- 


The booklet is sold at 2 cents each and may be 
ordered from the Department of Evangelism, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Please send remittance 


‘News of State and Lacat Cooperation: 


Re-organization in Virginia 


Rev. Henry Lee Robison, Jr., of Rich- 
mond, formerly Director of Religious Work 
in State Institutions, has been named as 
Executive Secretary of the newly organized 
Virginia Council of Churches. He will as- 
sume his new duties at once, with head- 
quarters in Richmond. This action was 
taken at the first convocation of the Coun- 
cil in Richmond, when representatives of 
12 denominations with an aggregate mem- 
bership of approximately 500,000 came to- 
gether. 


Also named to full-time positions with 
the Virginia Council of Churches were 
Rev. Thomas C. Allen, of Richmond, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Virginia Commis- 
sion on Interracial Codperation, to become 
the head of the department on interracial 
cooperation, and Rev. Minor C. Miller, 
of Bridgewater, Executive Secretary of the 
Virginia Council of Religious Education, 
who will head the department of religious 
education for the new organization and 
also serve as associate executive secretary 
of the Council. Mr. Allen and Dr. Miller 
will not sever their connections with the 


The Presiding Bishop’s Book for Lent 


EARTH 
MIGHT 


FAIR 


Richard S. Emrich 


R. Emricu’s thesis is that man’s happiness depends upon 


Written by 


LABOR? 


We a book whic 
d i 
by should reaa. 


organizations they have been serving, as 
the organizations themselves have also been 
received into the new Virginia Council of — 
Churches as integral parts. 

Sessions of the convocation, including 
both white and Negro churchmen, were 
held at the Second Presbyterian Church 
and general meetings, open to the public, 
were held at Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church. 

A budget of approximately $35,000, of 
which $14,600 was designated for the 
Christian education department, was ap- 
proved by the council upon recommenda- 
tion of the Executive Committee. 


h every minister 


the realization of his littleness before God and his need 
of spiritual nourishment. Man’s attempt to make himself 
independent of God, his worship of things of the earth and 
his substitution of the secular for the: spiritual are the 
causes of his misery and strife. In clear and convincing 
arguments in which the evils of self-centeredness are ex- 
posed, Dr. Emrich shows that only through a general ac- 
ceptance of Christian responsibility of one to another will 
the problems of society be handled satisfactorily; and that 
the basic need of man for fellowship can only be answered 
by active membership and participation in the Christian 
Church. 


This book will be sold to church groups at a special 
rate of $1.25 per copy bought in quantities of ten or more. 


Price, $1.50 
HARPER & BROTHERS 


SS ee ee 


JAMES MYERS 


the Industrial Secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, this book gives 
impartial facts about labor unions, 
their policies and practices, and 
church and labor relations. 


“Tt answers exactly the questions 
on which people want information 
and does so with great competence, 
lucidity and fairness.” 

—Samuel McCrea Cavert. 


Third Printing. Revised, 1944. $2.00 


THE 
JOHN DAY 
COMPANY 
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The Council voted membership to four 
civic and religious groups. In addition to 
the Virginia Council of Religious Educa- 
tion and the Interracial Commission al- 
ready mentioned, the United Christian 
Youth Council of Virginia and the Church 
Conference of Social Work were also ad- 
mitted. The Conference for Rural Minis- 
ters and the Interdenominational Re- 
ligious Work Foundation may be received 
into membership at an early date. 

All of the larger denominations of the 
state are included in the council with the 
exception of the Baptists. The question of 
their willingness to become a member will 
be brought up at the next session. 


“A Church School of the Air” 


Born of a desire to bring a religious 
program to Maine children, particularly 
to those in rural areas, a year-old dream 
became reality on Sunday morning, No- 
vember 5, when at 8:30 a choir of chil- 
dren sang “All Creatures of our God and 
King,” and the voice of the WCSH an- 
nouncer introduced a new radio program 
entitled “The Church School of the Air,” 
sponsored by the Maine Council of 
Churches. 

Assisted by four children representing 
churches of four denominations, Rev. Nor- 
man L. Hersey, minister of education at 
State Street Congregational Church, Port- 
land, conducted the program and explained 


the plan of the Church School of the Air. 
Boys and girls were invited to enroll as 
members and about 125 responded within 
the first two weeks. Typical letters con- 
tained statements like these: 

“We live three miles from our church on 
a back road. Sometimes we are snowed 
in and can’t go, so it would be very nice 
to sing the hymns and read the Bible along 
with you.” (A 14-year-old girl). 

“T think it is a very nice thing to have 
a Church School over the radio, so people 
out in the country can learn of the work 
of God.” (A 12-year-old boy). 


County Jail Reform 

The recent report on the New Haven 
County Jail indicated conditions of filth, 
slovenliness, organized gambling, drunken- 
ness, embezzlement, sexual perversion, and 
an overall moral irresponsibility. Whether 
proved to a fine point of legal accuracy 
or not, the findings so far published have 
been a shock to the entire community. 

The New Haven Council of Churches 
addressed an open letter to the State 
Senators and Representatives on December 
6, urging them to authorize the County 
Commissioners to institute a comprehensive 
survey of the jail to be undertaken by 
qualified experts and to include recom- 
mendations for improvement. If the Com- 
missioners’ budget is not adequate for the 
purpose, the Senators and Representatives 
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of the County are urged to make adequate 
funds immediately available. It was fur- 
ther urged that provision be made to com- 
plete the survey before the end of the 
forthcoming session of the Legislature so 
that any needed legislative action might be 
completed at this session. 


Something New For Laymen 


For a long time there has been discus- 
sion of weekend conferences for laymen 
and it looks as if something were going 
to happen. Mr. Louis C. Gosdorfer, presi- 
dent of the United National Bank of Long 
Island, has been appointed chairman of a 
committee to study the possibility of ar- 
ranging such conferences. The desire is to 
find a quiet place in the country where a 
group of laymen can spend a weekend in 
fellowship and in considering some of the 
basic problems of religion and life. Such 
conferences would begin Friday evening 
and continue through Sunday. Men who 
participated in these weekends would gain 
a new sense of the value of religion for 
our world and would also become aware 
that there are others who share their in- 
terest in religion. Time to get together for 
longer periods than just a church service is 
needed and the Queens Federation of 
Churches states that it believes these week- 
ends will arouse a new enthusiasm among 
the laity of the borough. 


RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB CHOICE 
FOR JANUARY 


How to Think of Christ 


By WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN 


This is a book for “people who feel that there is 
more to be found in Jesus Christ than they are 
It thinks of Christ as not 


able to understand.” 


Worship 


and understanding 


only living but life-giving—and in it is the thought 
and experience of a life time ended a short while 


after the last pages were written. 


The Children of Light and 
The Children of Darkness 


A Vindication of Democracy and a 
Critique of its Traditional Defence 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


“A realistic approach to the principal political prob- 
lem of our day and an important contribution to 
philosophy.” —Philadelphia Inquirer. 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


$3.00 # RELIGIOUS 


the theological. 


$2.00 


The Genius 
of Public 


By C. H. HEmsaAtH 


“A treasury of description 
of the 
rationale of the varieties of 
Christian liturgy, written in 
such a way that the layman 
can easily understand.” 


Springfield Republican 
$2.50 


BOOK CLUB 
FOR DECEMBER, 1944 


According to Paul 
By HARRIS FRANKLIN RALL 


This volume seeks to bring together the two approaches to 
Paul which have been commonly separated, the historical and 
It considers Paul historically—using the re- 
sults of critical scholarship, viewing him in the setting of his 
day, and setting forth the first great interpretation of Chris- 
tianity, that “according to Paul.” 
ever, is to inquire what help Paul can give us in our task of 
interpreting the Christian faith today. 


The 


Constant Fire 
By 
ALLAN K. CHALMERS 


A positive and vigorous book 
that sees Christianity as the 
one powerful driving force 
that brings courage and con- 
fidence to a tottering world. 

$2.00 


SELECTION 


Its ultimate interest, how- 


$2.75 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 
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Protestant Welfare and 
Health Service 


The vast field of Protestant welfare 
and health service, as represented by 29 
agencies, is being developed on a new level. 
Since the establishment of the Church Wel- 
fare Bureau three years ago as part of the 
Church Federation of Los Angeles, the 
agencies, some of which were founded by 
a particular denomination while others are 
undenominational in origin, have been 
working together in the interests of united 
Christian service. As members of the 
Church Welfare Bureau, which is supported 
by Community Chest funds, the agencies 


- Among the New Bookd - | 


Enough and to Spare 


By Kirttey F. MATHER 
Harper. $2.00. 


A scholarly scientist of top rank whose 
growth in Christian conviction has kept 
pace with his development of scientific 
prestige starts this book with the pre- 
mise that Christianity and Science both 
uphold cooperation rather than competi- 
tion as the way of life. He then deals 
with the question “Can that life be at- 
tained in a world of limited resources?” 
He graphically portrays the raw resources 
of our world, “nature’s stored capital’ and 
the rate at which they are being used, 
“man’s annual income.” Many have been 
depressed by the rapid increase of human 
beings on the earth. The author presents 
the ability of science to meet future de- 
mands and concludes that “the gloomy 
prediction of Malthus does not now apply 
and, if present trends continue, never will 


find their common Christian heritage to be 
a source of mutual inspiration which car- 
ries over into their daily service of minis- 
tering to others. 


Through planning together and sharing 
the benefits of their experience in the Prot- 
estant welfare field, member agencies of 
the Bureau present a united approach to the 
community of which they are a part and 
thus bring the strength of codperative ef- 
fort to the Christian solution of social 
problems. 


The Church Welfare Bureau, in addi- 
tion to codrdinating the services of Prot- 
estant agencies, provides supervision for 


apply to man.” In his chapter on the Age 
of Interdependence he recognizes that no 
one continent has a sufficient share of 
“nature’s stored capital” to supply the 
needs of its inhabitants according to the 
requirements of modern civilization. There- 
fore he feels we must accept the fact that 
“mineral interdependence is inescapable.” 
The task of fitting the garment of avail- 
able materials to the growing body of an 
increasing human family is going to call 
for greatly increased planning rather than 
less. But this planning must be kept sub- 
servient to democratic development and not 
allowed to regiment a tighter control of 
human liberty. So his final chapter 
Planning for Freedom attempts to delin- 
eate the author’s own conclusions in the 
light of his thesis that there is “enough and 
to spare” for all the people who will ar- 
rive on our planet for a thousand years. 
And this, without pre-judging what new 
technologies of the future may add to the 
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EVANGELISM FOR TODAY 


Lin D. Cartwright 


Out of a background of rich experience, Dr. Cartwright offers 
workable methods of Evangelism for your church and your com- 
munity. As never before, it is vital that your church focus its 
attention upon Evangelism, the very essence of Christ’s teaching. 


Written primarily as a textbook, to be used by pastors with groups of lay leaders in 
the local church, it is simple, direct, sincere. Chapter VI, “Securing and Cultivating 
the Constituency Roll,” alone offers much valuable material for group instruction 


and discussion. 
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direct services in the fields of child welfare : 
and youth leadership, which are offered by — 
the Church Federation as part of its varied 
program in united church action. 


Only a beginning has been made in the 
vital task of uniting all Protestant wel- 
fare agencies into a closely knit working — 
unit, bound by the ties of a common faith — 
and consecrated to the ideal of larger serv- 
ice. ‘But the same spirit which set them 
out upon the path of service to mankind,” 
the Los Angeles Church Federation states, 
“will also lead them in the ways of co- 
operation and mutual help by which their 
objective may be achieved.” 


' 
. 


— = . 


ie 


store of resources not now conceal 
There is in his thinking, however, clear 
conviction that responsibility rests on each — 
individual to do his share. The satisfac- 
tory outcome is not inevitable. It depends | 
on social relationships and participation by ~ 
all on the basis of brotherhood. In the 
last analysis only religion has the moti- 
vation and the influence which will make 
effective the ministry of science in the 
building of a satisfactory world. The very” 
nature of the universe as unfolded to us _ 
by science decrees the same path for human 
welfare that our religion declares as essen- 
tial —L.B.M. 


TO READ? 


We read U. S., foreign peri- 
ocicals. books, speeches; give 
you each week best anecdotes, 
illustrative stories, etc. For 
speakers, chairmen, ministers, 
educators, writers. Third year 
of publication. Sub., $5. Send 
$2 for six months’ trial (26 
issues). Money-back guarantee, 


QUOTE, Dept. z Indianapolis 


For Those who will 
not be Mentally 
Marooned 


PULPIT AND CHOIR 


HE BESTOF THEIR KIND 


Y unsuepassen | 


mt 4 | = a 
McCARTHY & SIMON: /<74%4 


ESTABLISHED 1912 { 


February, 1945 


A Faith to Free the People 


By CeEpric BELFRAGE 
The Dryden Press. $2.75. 

Readers of “South of God,” Mr. Belf- 
rage’s story of the life and hard times of 
Rev. Claude Williams, need only be told 
that this is the same book with the addi- 
tion of four chapters on Williams’ recent 
experiences north of God—in Detroit, 
where he heads up the work of the People’s 
Institute of Applied Religion. 

The book is one answer to the question: 
“What happens to a man when he takes 
his religion seriously?” In the case of 
Claude Williams it meant an utter dedica- 
tion to the struggle of labor to organize, 
which in turn meant ousting from his pas- 
_torate and disillusionment with the insti- 
tution of the Church. Here is the story 
of a man who through trials (ecclesiastical 
and legal) and tribulations (physical and 
financial) has so lived and preached the 
religion of Jesus that “the common people 
heard him, gladly.” A fascinating book, 
guaranteed to make comfortable Christians 
uncomfortable —B.S.A. 


The Church of the Brethren 
and War 


By Rurus D. BowMAN 

Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, Il. $2.50. 

The doctrine of “non-resistance” has al- 
ways been a major tenet of faith for 
Church of the Brethren members. Begin- 
ning in 1708, the founding fathers turned 
to the study of the New Testament. This 
resulted in making the doctrine of peace 
the first principle laid down by the church. 
“Peace” means three things in Brethren 


teaching: “opposition to war,” “no force 
in religion,” and “no litigation in pagan 
courts.” 


Adherence to these principles led to per- 
secution and at times martyrdom. But 
those who for conscience sake make the 
attempt to follow the New ‘Testament 
Christ place their reliance upon love which 
casteth out fear. The story of the effect 
of such teaching upon the faith and life of 
a people is the subject matter of this book. 
‘The development of the “Peace Doctrine” 
is traced from the period of persecution in 
Germany, through the Church’s migration 
to Germantown, Pennsylvania, the threat 
to religious liberty during the Revolution- 
ary War, the Civil War and World War I. 
As an outgrowth of these centuries of de- 
velopment, the Church’s official teaching 
is that “all war is sin, unconditionally and 
always.” 

The Brethren philosophy of church- 
‘State relationships receives special attention. 
There is a higher authority, the Church 
teaches, than that of the state which the 
Christian must. obey. This authority is 
“The will of God expressed in the New 
Testament.” The author traces the con- 
flict between the demands of a conscript- 
ing state and the Peace Doctrine of the 
‘Church, and carefully documents the efforts 
made by the Church in cooperation with 
U.S. government officials in the drafting 
‘of the provisions for Selective Service in 


World War II. The inherent dangers in- 
volved in this compromise position are 
recognized but the position is maintained 
that so long as rights of conscience are not 
violated this position is justified. 

The author is Rev. Dr. Rufus D. Bow- 
man, President of Bethany Biblical Semin- 
ary in Chicago. He has been intimately 
connected with the official life of this 
communion, having served at different 
times as a member of its national staff, 
Moderator of its General Conference and 
Chairman of the General Missions Board. 
The style of the author is direct and lu- 
minous. There is a happy fusion of schol- 
arly accuracy and illustrative interpreta- 
tion of the Brethren position on war. 


J.Q.M. 
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It All Happened Once Before 


By Roy L. SmirH 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.00. 


In this book the experiences of the He- 
brews and the preaching of the prophets 
to the situations of their day are made 
vividly real in terms of the experiences and 


issues of our own. In the brief compass 


of 136 pages the tragic drama of Hebrew 
history comes alive and the profound spirit- 
ual insights of the prophets are brilliantly 
set forth. The unfolding of the four re- 
demptive ideas developed by Amos, Hosea, 
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Isaiah and Micah makes thrilling reading. 
These ideas briefly summarized are: (1) the 
whole earth is under the moral authority 
of Yahweh; (2) the sanctity of the rights 
of all human beings; (3) all governments 
are responsible to Yahweh for the results 
of their governing; and (4) government 
might destroy the prophets but their souls 
belonged to God. 

His contention is that had it not been 
for the work of these and the four later 
prophets—Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk 
and Jeremiah—the whole history of the 
modern world would have been different. 
He writes, “Had paganism triumphed then, 
there would have been no English Bill of 
Rights, no American Constitution, no 
Charter of Four Freedoms. It was a battle 
to the death, but the line was held for 
modern democracy” by these eight 
prophets. 

Dr. Smith, the well-known editor of The 
‘Christian Advocate, is widely appreciated 
for his lucid and vivid style, and this 
book contains many quotable sentences. 

—L. J. S. 
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Say Yes to the Light 


By Attan A, HUNTER 


Harper & Bros. $1.50. 

An inspiring book on the nature and 
development of the life of the spirit. The 
title “Say Yes to the Light” is apt, indi- 
cating as it does both the Divine initia- 
tive, and the fact that free will choices are 
necessary on the part of men. Allan 
Hunter, like Gerald Heard, is one of the 
contemporary writers who, against a back- 
ground of science and psychology, are 
stressing the necessity of another forward 
step in the evolution of the species—this 
time a spiritual advance to a, higher state 
of consciousness and final unity with God. 

Mr. Hunter’s descriptions of states of 
spiritual growth are based on penetrating 
insights into the character of Jesus. The 
chapters on Is It a Lost Art? with illus- 
trations from the lives of the saints, ancient 
and modern; the chapter on Training Now, 
and the final chapter are peculiarly help- 
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ful for practical suggestions on ways of 
spiritual growth. Many paragraphs and 
individual sentences can be used profit- 
ably as bases for repeated daily meditation. 

Written simply and without involved 
technical language, this book seems to me 
the most helpful of current explorations 
into the nature of spiritual reality and of 
possible human progress toward the divine. 
In fact one feels that God Himself has 
spoken and that the author, as the Friends 
say, has been “used” by the Spirit to make 
clear to us many things for the good of 
our souls.—J.M. 


The Sermon on the Mount 


By C. F. ANDREWS 
Macmillan Co. $2.00. 


Any book by or about C. F. Andrews is 
important for all who are concerned with 
the reality of Christ-like living. This com- 
mentary on the Sermon on the Mount by 
one who was felt by those who knew him 
best to have lived the Sermon on the 
Mount carries conviction and brings illumi- 
nation. In a moving Foreword Rabindra- 
nath Tagore pays rare tribute to his friend, 
and strikingly indicates the contrasts be- 
tween the true Christian spirit of a C. F. 
Andrews, and the attitudes of race su- 
periority, and the privileges of empire 
which lie at the heart not only of “the 
problem of India,” but of other imperial- 
isms, and of our own “race problem” in 
America. —J. M. 
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International Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- 
spiring lesson expositions written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- 
denominational and uncontroversial 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- 
mens of 
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In Spite of All 


ARCHER WALLACE 


Here are the unforgettable stories of ten celebrated men 
and women whose accomplishments are so outstanding 
that we are inclined to forget that they were achieved in 
spite of great physical and other handicaps. 


Dr. Wallace believes that it is impossible to exaggerate 
the courage, fortitude, and tenacious endurance of these 
people who wrested victory from defeat in the face of 
tremendous odds. Included here are the stories of 
Beethoven, Cowper, Schiller, Spinoza, Madame Curie, 


Grey of Fallodon, and others. Directed to millions of 
obscure people who belong to the “free-masonry of suf- 
fering, this book will inspire all who read it to greater 


usefulness. 


$1 


Hymns in the 


Lives of Men 
ROBERT GUY McCUTCHAN 


Wherever the work and life of the 
Church has been most intense, says Dr. 
McCutchan, there we find our richest 
hymnody. Beginning with the earliest 
forms of musical worship, he traces the 
development of hymns down to the pres- 
ent day, pointing out the tremendous 
part hymn-writing and singing played 
in the lives of the people of each era. 
All who are interested in hymnody will 
find this book a rich source of new and 
fascinating material. $1.50 


In Quest of | 
a Kingdom 


{ Plain Man Looks 
at the Cross 


LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


Rich in intellectual grasp, in spiritual 


conception, and in personal application, 
this book treats of the eternal qualities 
of the gospel. It deals with the place 
of the individual in the Kingdom, at the 
same time pointing out the difficulties 
under which the world is struggling to- 
day. Dr. Weatherhead bases his study 
on the Parables of Jesus. His keen and 
sympathetic understanding of people 
and events lends a human touch which 
is both appealing and enlightening. $2 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


* 


In thoughtful, reverent mood, Dr. Weatherhead deals 
with the questions which arise in the hearts of everyday 
people when they try to understand the significance of 
the crucifixion. Early in his book he declares ‘‘The truth 
is too great to be tucked neatly into any theory... : 
I try to suggest an interpretation which carries my own 
mind further than any other theory.” Here a skeptical 


modern generation may find new faith and meaning in 
theold phrases which tell us that Christ died that the 
world might live. We are made to understand that “sal- 
vation” is not a relic of a bygone day, but the word for 
tomorrow. <A rich source of Lenten-Easter sermon 
material. $1.50 


Abingdon- Cokesbury Press 


Nashoille 2, 
Tesnessee 


Your Influence 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


Lives On 


By subscribing to an American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement you not only 
open the way. to guard and influence his 
young life after you are gone, you help 
bring light into the lives of countless 
others less fortunate. 

Yes, under this Annuity Plan, your 
mite becomes truly mighty. And what 
could give you greater satisfaction than 
this —that your money, carefully in- 
vested, provides regular payments for 


the future education or security of a 


AN 
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loved one, guiding and inspiring him 
through his life—and, when the obliga- 
tion is discharged, goes to distribute the 
Bible to those in need everywhere, in 
this country and in foreign lands! 

Thus your light shines on long after 
you are gone! 

For full details, send today for “A 
Gift That Lives,” the booklet that tells 
how you can both give and receive at 


the same time! 
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